UPPER 10WA

UNIVERSITY

COURSE SYLLABUS

ENG 204: Writing for Social Sciences

Self-Paced Course - Web-Based Format Option
Session begins on the 15 day of enroliment month and ends on the last day of the 6" month

Instructor Information
Instructor Name:

Contact Information: For questions, comments, or concerns please contact the Self-

Paced Degree Program office:
Telephone: 563-425-5200 or 1-800-553-4150

E-mail: selfpaced@uiu.edu

Address:  Upper lowa University, PO Box 1857, Fayette, IA 52142

Course Description
Semester Credits: semester credits

Catalog Course Description: Writing for the Social Sciences is a writing-intensive
course designed to help students develop strong research and academic writing
skills within the social sciences. In this course, students will learn to think and
write like social scientists by asking focused research questions, examining
scholarly sources, designing a basic research proposal, and producing a structured
research paper using the IMRaD format (Introduction, Methods, Results, and

Discussion).
Prerequisites: NA

Credit Hours: As a requirement of HLC Accreditation, all UIU courses, regardless of
meeting schedule or instructional mode, follow the Federal Credit Hour Definition. As such,
each credit hour earned at UIU is equivalent to a minimum of 45 hours of student engagement.
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For more information on how specific instructional modes meet this requirement, please see

UlU’s Policy Guidelines for Instructional Time Expectations: UIU Policies.

Course Materials

It is the student’s responsibility to make sure she/he has access to all required course

materials by the start of the session.

Required Textbooks: No Text Required for This Course

Directions for finding and purchasing required textbooks/supplies from the University

bookstore:
To purchase from the UIU bookstore:
1) Navigate to https://bncvirtual.com/uiu and click 'Let's get Started'

2) Select the appropriate 'Self-Paced Session' that matches your enrollment dates in the
course on the left.

3) Select your course (BIO 270: Human Anatomy & Physiology I) on the right.
4) Select 'View your Materials'

5) Purchase your access code. You will enter this when you launch the first McGraw Hill
assignment in the course in Unit 1.

You may also order through the bookstore by phone at (800) 325-3252.

*The price and length of time you have access to McGraw Hill materials for the course can be
different between the two options, so please compare them to determine the best fit.

Recommended Resources

UIU Tutor Center

e Email: tutorcenter@uiu.edu
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Phone: (563) 425-5272

UIU Academic Success

Email: academicsuccess@uiu.edu

Phone: (563) 425-5264

Ordering Textbooks

Purchase your textbook through the online university bookstore, BNC Virtual,

Course Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, students will ...

1.

Formulate clear, arguable thesis statements grounded in social science
research questions and support them with evidence drawn from empirical
studies, peer-reviewed journal articles, and discipline-specific data sources.

. Compose a minimum of four formal writing assignments (e.g., annotated

bibliography, literature review, research proposal, empirical research paper)
that collectively demonstrate college-level writing proficiency in the social
sciences.

Apply APA formatting and citation conventions (7th edition) accurately and
consistently across all written assignments, including in-text citations,
reference lists, headings, tables, and figures.

. Evaluate and synthesize primary and secondary sources from social science

disciplines (e.g., psychology, sociology, political science, criminal justice,
education) to construct evidence-based arguments.

. Organize written work using clear and logical structures appropriate to social

science genres, including introduction-literature review-methods-results-
discussion (IMRaD) format where applicable.

. Demonstrate command of standard written English conventions, including

grammar, mechanics, punctuation, and academic register appropriate to the
social sciences.

. Critically analyze the rhetorical strategies, methodological assumptions, and

evidentiary standards used in published social science writing.

Engage in iterative writing processes including drafting, peer review,
revision, and editing to improve clarity, coherence, and argument quality
across multiple submissions.
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9. Integrate quantitative data (e.g., statistics, charts, tables) into written
arguments with appropriate interpretation and contextualization for a social
science audience.

10. Demonstrate ethical use of sources, including proper paraphrasing,
avoidance of plagiarism, and responsible representation of others’ research
findings.

General Education Assessment

Upper lowa University is committed to ensuring that all undergraduate students
participating in its general education program receive a broad education, while gaining
essential professional skills across multiple disciplines. The Peacock Professional
Experience provides nine learning outcomes, each of which articulates a specific skill
students should gain, and are supported by knowledge provided by the courses students
choose to take within the guidelines of the program. The outcome assessed in this course

is the last outcome listed under Course Outcomes.

Course Requirements and Grading Criteria
Course Requirements

Module 1: Introduction
LO #5 (IMRaD preview), LO #8 (writing process)

e Analyze IMRaD essays
e Brainstorm Topic - Part 1: Brainstorm Topic and Create Research Question

Module 2: Foundation Building

LO #1 (research question), LO #2 (annotated bibliography), LO #3 (APA
citations), LO #4 (primary/secondary sources), LO #8 (writing process), LO #10
(ethical use of sources)

e Propose and Finalize Research Question - Part 2: Brainstorm Topic and
Create Research Question
e Annotated Bibliography

Module 3: Thesis Statement and Literature Review

March 2026 | Upper lowa University Page 4 of 9



LO #1 (thesis), LO #2 (literature review), LO #4 (primary/secondary sources), LO
#7 (analyze social studies writings), LO #8 (writing process), LO #9 (quantitative
data), LO #10 (ethical use of sources)

e Thesis Draft #1 - IMRaD Outline
e Literature Review

Module 4: Research Proposal
LO #2 (research proposal), LO #8 (writing process)
e Research Proposal

Module 5: Research

LO #1 (thesis), LO #7 (analyze social studies writings), LO #8 (writing process),
LO #9 (quantitative data), LO #10 (ethical use of sources)

e Finalized IMRaD Outline

Module 6: Write Scholarly Paper

LO #1 (evidence from empirical studies), LO #2 (scholarly paper), LO #3 (APA
citations), LO #8 (writing process), LO #9 (quantitative data)

e IMRaD Research paper

Participation

It is expected that all participants complete the learning opportunities within the
six-month time frame.

Course Policies

Each assignment needs to be completed in a timely manner; each assignment for
each week must be completed prior to moving on to the next week. if unforeseen
circumstances arise, please contact the instructor prior to the deadline.

Grading Criteria

Task Grading

Module 1: Analyze IMRaD essays 10 points / Within Grading Category:

5% of total grade

Brainstorming and Outline Construction
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Module 1: Brainstorm Topic - Part 1:
Brainstorm Topic and Outline Question

10 points / Within Grading Category:
Brainstorming and Outline Construction
5% of total grade

Module 2: Propose and Finalize Research
Question - Part 2: Brainstorm Topic and
Create Research Question

10 points / Within Grading Category:
Brainstorming and Outline Construction
5% of total grade

Module 2: Annotated Bibliography

20 points / 10% of total grade

Module 3: Literature Review

30 points / 15% of total grade

Module 3: Introduction of IMRaD Outline

10 points / Within Grading Category:
Brainstorming and Outline Construction
5% of total grade

Module 4: Research Proposal

30 points / 15% of total grade

Module 5: Finalized IMRaD Outline

50 points / 20% of total grade

Module 6: IMRaD Research Paper

100 points / 35% of total grade

Grading Scale

Letter Grade

A >92%

A- (minus) 90-91.9%
B+ 88-89.9%
B 83-87.9%
B- (minus) 80-82.9%
C+ 78-79.9%
C 73-77.9%
C- (minus) 70-72.9%
D+ 68-69.9%
D 63-67.9%
D- (minus) 60-62.9%
F <60%

Grades and Feedback
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Turnitin

Turnitin is a tool for both teachers and students to ensure academic integrity by checking the
originality of submitted papers to avoid issues of plagiarism and academic dishonesty.
Students should be aware that Turnitin scans submitted work and compares it to ALL other

sources on file.

Incompletes

Occasionally it becomes necessary for an instructor to award a student a grade of
incomplete (*I”). An incomplete grade is exceptional and given only to students
whose complete coursework has been qualitatively satisfactory but who have been
unable to complete all course requirements because of documented cases of
injury, illness, death in family, personal crisis, military deployments, or other
circumstances beyond their control. This grade should not be awarded in cases
where the student “fell behind” due to absences without explanation, other class
commitments, and/or work obligations.

Course Schedule

This is a self-paced course and needs to be completed within a 6 month time
period. Be sure to pace yourself and allow plenty of time for Modules 4-6.

Course Expectations

Email: Upper lowa University employees and students are issued a UIU email account
(doej@uiu.edu). University email communications will only be sent to UIU email
address. Faculty and staff are not obligated to respond to students using non-UIU email
accounts.

Generative Al Use Policy

In this course, we will follow guidelines that fall under the category of Permissible Use
with Attribution. Al tools may be used more broadly (e.g., research assistance, creative
projects) with full attribution. Students must disclose contributions and cite tools used.

Technology Requirements

° Students must have access to WiFi and have a computer as this is an online
class
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Late Work

° The assignments for each week will be due by the respective Sunday night. The
expectation is that all assignments will be completed; the success of the next
activity/assignment is dependent on the completion of the previous. If an assignment
can not be completed by the respective Sunday night, please notify the instructor.

University Policies

University Policies are listed in detail within the course content on uiuLearn. Students
are responsible for reviewing and understanding the applicable policies.

Academic Misconduct

Cheating, academic dishonesty, and plagiarism constitute a violation of the offender’s
integrity, as well as the integrity of the entire University; they will not be tolerated.
Violators will receive sanctions based on the level of academic misconduct. Policy AA-
107.2 can be found here.

Video Conference and Attendance

Students are expected to attend class via the learning experience in which they are
registered for a course: In Face-to-Face, Hybrid, and Video Conference Courses; with
instructor consent, students may attend the course via synchronous video conference
(i.e., Zoom) and be counted present for attending the class session for up to two
consecutive class periods. Policy AA-125 can be found here.

Academic Accommodations

It is the policy of Upper lowa University to ensure equal access to educational and co-
curricular activities to students with disabilities as mandated by the Americans with

Disabilities Act Amendments Act (ADAAA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973. A student seeking accommodations should contact the Director of Student
Accessibility Services as early in the session as possible. In order to receive
accommodations, students are required to disclose their disability to the Director by
completing an application for services that can be found on the Student Accessibility
Webpage. In addition to the application packet, the student is required to submit
supporting documentation. Submit these to the Student Accessibility Services Office
either in person or by email/Fax. A brief interview, in-person, by phone or virtually, with
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the Director will confirm or deny the accommodations requested. The Student
Accessibility Services Office will email accommodation letters to the appropriate
professor, the student, and the student’s advisor. Additionally, students should work
cooperatively with their instructors throughout the session to make sure that their
accommodations are appropriate and effective.

Upper lowa University (UIU) provides closed captioning/transcriptions in
acknowledgment of the Americans Disability Act, Rehabilitation Act, and various state
laws. The information displayed is computer generated and not reviewed before being
published. UIU makes no representations or warranties and expressly disclaims any
responsibility or liability with respect to any errors or omissions in, or the accuracy,
reliability, timeliness, or completeness of, any information that appears in a closed
caption or transcript.

Contact the Director at (563) 425-5949, accessibility@uiu.edu or stop by the office on
the 2nd floor of the Student Center, Office of Student Life, Room 229.

Emergency Directives: (Fire, Natural Disaster, Threat on campus, etc.)

In accordance with Upper lowa University’s emergency management plan, any student
that requires assistance in the event of an emergency (Fire, natural disaster, threat on
campus) is responsible for notifying their instructor of the need for assistance.
(Evacuation, and/or indoor safety protocols) This information will be held confidential
and only needed in the unlikely event that there is an emergency.

Copyright Statement

In recognition of the Copyright Law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code), Upper
lowa University reminds both faculty members and learners that a willful infringement of the
law may result in disciplinary action. The University library has available materials discussing
the "fair use" concept, along with criteria and guidelines for reproduction and use of
copyrighted materials.

This syllabus is subject to change.

© 2024, Upper lowa University
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